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In lawsuit, jury sides with Stockton officer who fatally shot man

BY KAYLI REESE kayli.reese@thmedia.com
Oct 7, 2021

STOCKTON, Ill. — A jury recently sided with a then-Stockton police officer who was being sued

for fatally shooting a man while on duty following a five-day trial.

The jury rendered a verdict in favor of Sean Patridge following a civil trial that took place in the

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois in Rockford.

Patridge shot Troy Boyle, of Pearl City, on March 29, 2017, in Stockton. In August 2017,
investigators from the Illinois State Patrol and Jo Daviess County State’s Attorney’s Office
announced that they determined that Patridge was justified in his actions and fired his weapon in

self-defense.

The civil suit was filed in 2017 by Owen Boyle, the father of Troy Boyle and administrator of his
son’s estate. The family was seeking damages in excess of $1 million for excessive force and

wrongful death.

The suit also initially listed the Village of Stockton as a defendant, stating that the village failed to
train its officers on the proper use of deadly force. However, the village was dismissed from the

suit in 2017 following a motion from one of Patridge’s attorneys, Michael Bersani.

In reaction to the verdict, Bersani said he and his client were “very pleased the jury reached the

correct decision.” He noted that Patridge since has retired from the Stockton Police Department.

“Mr. Boyle, by his own conduct, he’s the one who created the situation,” Bersani said. “He’s the
one who escalated things to the point where deadly force was required. Obviously, the jury

believed Sean was justified.” -
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However, Rene Hernandez, the attorney who represented the Boyle family, expressed deep
frustration with the outcome of the case, calling the jurors “cold-hearted simpletons who let a
killer off.”

“I have no kind words for jurors who can’t see the obvious,” he said. “... And I guarantee you, the
people of this jury would be the first ones in my office screaming for justice if this happened to

their family or someone they loved.”

On March 29, 2019, Patridge was on duty when he responded to a call and found three people on
township property, one of whom was Boyle. Another officer also was on the scene, according to

Bersani.

“Mr. Boyle approached from Sean’s rear with his right hand concealed behind his back,” Bersani
said. “He was ignoring commands to show his hand. Obviously, the two officers were concerned

about if he had any sort of weapon.”

Boyle then “thrust his right hand out into shooting stance,” Bersani said. He added that Patridge
and four eyewitnesses to the incident reported seeing Boyle get into a shooting stance and hold

what appeared to be a handgun.

Investigators reported that “Officer Patridge said he was in immediate fear for his life and those

around him because of Mr. Boyle’s aggressive actions.”

Patridge fired at Boyle several times, taking cover behind his squad vehicle. Boyle went behind a

gravel pile, still pointing his right arm at the officers.

Patridge again fired at Boyle when he emerged on the other side of the gravel pile, according to

the investigative release.

It was later found out that the object that Boyle was holding was a penlight. But from a distance in
an intense situation, Bersani said, the penlight’s cylindrical shape and metallic color made the

object appear to be a handgun.



“Any reasonable officer under those circumstances would believe he was being fired upon,”
Bersani said. “In that case, he has the right to defend himself and protect others by using deadly

force.”

He added that he felt bad for the Boyle family who lost a family member that day. But he said
Boyle made “some pretty reckless choices” leading up to the shooting, including being under the

influence of methamphetamine at the time.

Hernandez stressed that Boyle was unarmed during the incident, during which he was shot twice.

“Troy Boyle should’ve went to jail that day,” Hernandez said of the incident. “But Troy Boyle

shouldn’t have been executed.”

Overturning the jury’s verdict would be difficult in this case, Hernandez said. But the Boyle
family now has a month to decide whether to appeal a judge’s decision to bar one of their expert

witnesses from testifying.

Hernandez said the witness was supposed to testify on use of force. Court documents state that the
judge barred the witness following questions about his qualifications to testify on use-of-force

matters.
Hernandez noted that Patridge’s legal team had its own expert witness to testify on use of force.
“The most problematic issue in a case like this is when you have a relatively poor family with no

funds trying to get justice, and they have to go up against an insurance behemoth who represents a

police officer and has all the money in the world to hire top experts,” Hernandez said.
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